OLIVER CROMWELL
pie which was to lead in a few years to civil war and the
emergence of a new form of government tinder Oliver
Cromwell.
Charles I (1625-1649) succeeded James. He also
succeeded in widening the breach between the throne
and the people. Like James he made much of the
divine right of kings, basing the doctrine on the words
of scripture in Ecclesiastes 8:4, "Where the word of
a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him,
What doest thou?" He dissolved his first two Parlia-
ments because they insisted on discussing their griev-
ances instead of voting him appropriations. Now
dissolving Parliaments, as even the obstinate Charles
was forced to admit, may be a fine swish of the robes
of kingly authority, but it raises no money for the royal
treasury. For some months Charles lived on forced
loans, but eventually he was obliged to convene Parlia-
ment again.
This time the representatives of the people came
prepared to curb their king's tyrannical temper. The
Houses met and drew up a Petition of Right. "Sign
this," they said, "and we will vote appropriations for
you/* The Petition reaffirmed the ancient rights of the
English people as defined in the Magna Charta and in
the laws passed during the reigns of Edward I and
Edward III. It provided against four abuses of the
king's power; (1) raising money by forced loans,
benevolences, and taxes unauthorized by Parliament;
(2) imprisonment without due cause shown; (3)
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